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EARTHQUAKE HISTORY OF ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO, 1850-19663/
By
John R. Sturgul and Thomas D. Irwin

Department of Geosciences, University of Arizona,
Tucson, Arizona

A tabulation of some 215 earthquakes which have occurred
in the Southwestern states of Arizona and New Mexico from 1850-
1966 has been made. Also included are those quakes that may have
been near the borders, especially for those of the nineteenth
century when precise locations were not available., The 1list was
compiled using previously published records and newspaper reports.

The states of Arizona and New Mexico are surprisingly in-
active from a seismic viewpoint, especially when compared to
neighboring states. Still, there have been earthquakes in both
states and by no means can the states be considered as tectonically
inactive. This paper lists the earthquakes found in the literature
during the period 1850 to 1966. 1In several cases, earthquakes
which occurred in the nineteenth century, and may have been centered
in California or Sonora, Mexico, are included due to the imprecise
records from that period of time.

l/ Contribution No. 27, Department of Geosciences, University of
Arizona, Tucson, Arizona.
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Figure 1.--Location Map of Earthquake Epicenters in the State of
Arizona for the Period 1850-1966
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Figure 2.--Bar Graph Illustrating Yearly Record of Earthquakes
Epicenters Proven or Thought to be in Arizona for the Period
1900-1966.
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Figure 3.--Location Map of Earthquake Epicenters in the State of
New Mexico for the Period 1850-1966.
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