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FOREWORD 

A symposium on the "Relat ions o f  Tectonics to Ore Deposi t s  i n  the Southern Cordi l lera" was held at the 
Univers i t y  of Ari zona in Tucson on March 19-20, 1981, with associated f ie ld t r ips  on March 17-18 and 21-22. The 
sympos ium was sponsored by the Ari zona Geo logical Society in  conj unc t ion with the Laboratory of Geot ectonics in 
the Department of Geo sciences at the University of Ari zona .  Approximately 1250 geoscienti s t s  a t t ended the 
techn ical s e s sions, and nearly 700 went on the various f ield t rips . This  volume inc ludes nearly all the papers 
presented. 

The program was designed to p rovide d i s cuss ion of a range o f  pert inent topics including the p r inciples of 
Cordil leran t ec tonics and magmatism, general associati ons of ore depos i t s  in  Cor d i l leran s e t tings, regional 
correlations of  tectonic features, tectonic s e t t ings of d i fferent kinds of  ore d eposi t s ,  and the s t ructural and 
metallogene t i c  relat ions o f  selected key ore d epos i t s .  The i nvited speakers were geosc ienti s t s  f rom academia, 
government, and indu s t ry who t ogether represent a wide spectrum of d is ci p l inary backgrounds and personal 
interests. 

This symposium i s  thus an attempt to foster a comprehensive approach t o  prob lems of Cord i lleran metallo­
genes i s .  The future success o f  exp lorat ion programs probably h inges o n  the ab i l i t y  o f  geos c ient i s t s  t o  d evelop 
integrated s t rategies that b lend the best thinking f rom all relevant branches of s cience. D i s coveries  will not  
be accidental, and good fortune will  seldom s t em f rom luck a lone. 

The art i c les  in this volume were submitted to the Ari zona Geological Society in camera-ready form ; authors 
are solely respons ible for the ir contents .  Thanks are due t o  all the typ i s t s  and art i s t s  who prepared the text, 
d raf ted the f i gures, and pasted up the copy on the format pages. 

The members o f  the Ari zona Geo logical Society thank all s ympo s ium participants for their interes t and 
support, without which this vo lume could not have b een produced . Speakers and authors deserve a special s alut e 
for their t imely e f fo rt s  to submit f inal vers ions o f  the papers inc luded here. 
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