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The Arizona Geological Society’s 2007 Symposium, 
“Ores and Orogenesis: Circum-Pacific Tectonics, Geologic
Evolution, and Ore Deposits,” is dedicated to the career of 
WilliamR.Dickinson.Billisoneoftheleadersinthefieldof
platetectonics,amemberoftheNationalAcademyofSciences,
and a former Chair of the Department of Geosciences at the 
UniversityofArizonawherehehasbeenProfessorEmeritus
since 1991. Bill co-organized the pioneeringAGS sympo-
sium in 1981 on “Relations of Tectonics to Ore Deposits in 
theSouthernCordillera,”theproceedingsofwhichwerepub-
lishedasAGSDigest14.Billalsoco-editedAGSDigest18,
“MesozoicRocksofSouthernArizonaandAdjacentAreas.”

Bill was born and raised in Tennessee andmoved to
California as a teenager.  He earned all three of his degrees 
fromStanfordUniversity: aB.S. in PetroleumEngineering
(1952),M.S.andPh.D.inGeology(1956,1958).Billserved
as an officer in theU.S.Air Force (1952-1954) andwas a
facultymemberatStanfordUniversity (1958-1979)and the
UniversityofArizona(1979-1991).Billwasprincipaladvisor
to approximately 85 graduate students.

Appropriately, much of the circum-Pacific region has
beenBill’sfieldarea.Hehasconductedresearchonaremark-
ablydiversearrayoftopics,includingsandstonepetrofacies
ingeneral,stratigraphyandstructureofforearcandintra-arc
regions,especiallyinCalifornia,Oregon,andFiji,globalplate
motions, circum-Pacific arc-trench systems, geochemistry
and petrology of arc magmas, interpretation of paleomagnetic 
data from accreted terranes, extensional tectonics, the San 
AndreastransformsysteminCalifornia,theOuachitaflysch

in the south-centralUnitedStates, sedimentationduring the
Antler,Sevier,andLaramideorogenies,tectonicassemblyof
Mexico,sedimentaryandstructuralhistoryofMesozoicand
CenozoicextensionintheSouthwestborderregion,sanddis-
persalusingdetrital-zircongeochronology,measurementand
synthesis of SouthPacific island emergence during the late
Holocene,prehistoricdispersalofPacificpeoplestrackedby
the sand petrology of their pottery, and geoarcheology of pre-
historicPacificIslandsettlements.

AlthoughBillisbestknownforhispapersonplatetec-
tonics and sandstone petrology, he has interacted extensively 
withmembersoftheresourceindustrythroughouthiscareer.
He has taught professional short courses to industry and con-
tributedpapersontopicssuchas“TectonicsettingoftheGreat
Basinthroughgeologictime:Implicationsformetallogeny.”

Bill’s service to the profession has included serving as 
President of the Geological Society of America, initial Chair 
of theGeologicalSciencesBoard of theNationalResearch
Council, and Chair of the U.S. Geodynamics Committee. 
His honors include aGuggenheim Fellowship in 1965, the
PenroseMedaloftheGeologicalSocietyofAmericain1991,
election to theNationalAcademy of Sciences in 1992, the
Sloss Award of the Geological Society of America in 1999, 
andtheSEPM(SocietyforSedimentaryGeology)Twenhofel
Medalin2000.

Bill continues to be exceptionally active in his retire-
ment in Tucson, Arizona, where he lives with his wife and 
constantcompanionJacqueline(Jackie)Dickinson.

Dedication to William r. Dickinson

~1975

~1980
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